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26 May 1956 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Lieutenant Colenel J. C. Merchant 
Air Force Menber, Standing Comittee 
Intelligence Advisory Coemittee 


SUBJECT: Gaitec States Armed Forces 
Intelligence Activities in the event ¢” 
Alaska 


Eneny OCccupation of 


BEPERENCE : Mouorsndim t%& Coordinstiens, tions, 
and Policy Staff, CIA, dated 16 May 195¢ 


i. The above-uentioned reference nas teen given con- 
sideration in CIA and discussed infermally with the Feders) 
Burean of Investigntios. As you realize, Alagke is not vith- 
in the juriediction of the activities of this Agency, but 
rether within the responsibilities of the FBI. 


@. It is reccumended, therefore, that the Uefense Sepgars- 
ment discuss this matter with the FBI. If, as a result of thes: 
diecuesions, it is desired that thie Agency zive aselstuacd wit:. 
personnel or equipment, CIA will be glad to collebarate tc ths 
extent of its capabilitics. 


PC/mhb 
COAPS-26 May 1950 


DISTRIBUTION: 
Director S 
AD/OSO , 
/ -, fae bale | 


TS Control (oSe ) 


JCS and USAF review(s) completed. 
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2h May 1950 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR 


SUBJECT: Alaska 


Herewith is the original Air Force letter of May 16 2 LOR 
on the above subject, and an AD/OSO Memorandum of May 23 in 
reply to our inquiry about this present or future interest 
in Alaska. 


Before COAPS does anything with the Standing Committee 
or Intelligence Advisory Committee, as requested by tae Air 
25X11 Force, will you orl —CS Ckarify the OSO-FBI interve is 
in Alaska -~ especially under the circumstances set forth in 
the attachments. 


25X1 


PRESCOTT CHILUS, Chief 
Coordination, Operations 
and Policy Staff 


ces AD/OSO 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF, COORDINATION, OPERATIONS AND POLICY STArF 


REFERENCE: 1/S Memrandum (36048) to COAPS from Lt. Colonel Marahant, 
“ited States Armed Forces Underground Intelligence Activ 
ities in the Event of Enemy Occuvation of Alasm", dated 
16 May 1950 


1, Qn 20 January 1950, I was approached by Lieutenant Colones’. 
CHOOS, Ge2 Staff Alaska Command, who stated that the Command was of 
the opinion that steps should be taken to ley down a stay=bshind 
organization to becomes active in the event of enemy occupation of 
the territory. During the course of the discussion, it became 
apparent that no authoritative request had been formalized requesting 
CIA support for this project, I therefore advised Lt, Colonel CH00S 
that the Ge2 in Alaska draw up its views in a formal paper signed by 
the Commanding General of the area and that it be forwarded throush 
ohannels to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Only in this manner could CIA 
take official cognizance of this request and make the necessary arranje- 
ments with the FBI, 


2e It is apparent that Colonel Corderman's memorandum to the Chin? 
of Staff, U, S. Air Force, dated 5 March (whioh was attached to Le 
Colonel Marchant's memorandum to you) is the result of my sonversiution 
with Lt, Colonel CHOOS,. 


3, While it is true that CIA does not have formal authority <o 
conduct operations in the United States or its territories (incolwiing 
Alaska) and that this area falls technically within the jurisdict.on 
of the FBI, I do not believe that this is wholly an internal FBIe 
Air Foroe matter. 


BAP. ok-hbvede 
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4, I therefore suggest, before any action committing this 
agency is taken, that discussions be held betweon the FBI and Cli 
at the level of the Direotors of the two organizations, or their 
appropriate representatives 25X1 


25X1 


Assistant Director 
Special Operations 


iti 
iF 


pas aie, 
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we, 
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io ios 
MEMORANDUM TO COORDINATIONS, OPERATIONS AND PCLICY STAFF 
Attention: [si Ate Force Member 
Subjects "United States Armed Forces Undergroand Intellitence ! 
Activities in the Event of Enemy Occupation of Ala sks” 
1. Following eonversation petween[ sda Li. Cola sl 25X1 


Marchant, of the Directorate of Intelligence, USAF, there is’ incld: 2d 
herewith copy of a letter from headquarters, Alaskan Command’, to oe 
Chief of Staff, USAF, datel 3 March 1950, subsects "United [tates 
Armed Forces Underground Intelligence Activities in the Event of a& omy 
Ocoupation of Alaska", which requests that corsideration ve piven #t> 
the establishment: of a policy which will prevent duplicationi of eft ort 
in the acquisition of intelligence in Alaska in the event cf! occu sior 
of that area by om eneny. 


2e It is requested that in view of the interest of tha: Centrb. 
Intelligence Agency and the Federal Bureau of Investigation end the 
service intelligence SEcutiee in this field the problem be presente i 
to the Standing Committee of the Intelligence Advisory Conmittee -vti th 
the object of preparing a proposed policy for presentation te the : 
Intelligence Advisory Committees. 


fo wr ae ae 
teh © aah 


1 Incl “f/f JOHN C. MARCHANT 
Cy No. 2, ltr fm { + Lt. Colonel, USAF 
Hqs. Alaskan Command, fir Foree Member, Standing Committees. - 
dtd 3 Mar 50 Intelligence Advisory fommitt-« 
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; ‘  ” Approved FonBelease JAP oA k Rorsoro: 31R003500010002-5 
: ‘ HEADQUARTERS ALASKAN COMMAND 

z OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

. FORT RICHARDSON, ALASKA 


SBJECT: United States Armed Forces Underground Intelligence Activ tie: 
in the Event of Eneny Occupation of Alaska 


TOr Chief of Starr 
United States Air Foree 
Washington 25, D. ¢. 


selection, training and equipping of seleeted United States citizen: 
who are long-established residents of the section of Alaska for 
which they would be expected to provide coverage. Another desirsbl: 
requirement would be that they had no previous military recor, 


2. In view of the present Jurisdiction of the Federal Burea: 
of Investigation, and the possible interest of the Central inteliizi ios 
Agency in this field, it is requested that consideration be civen 
toward establishing a polfey wiich will prevent duplication of 
effort and possible interference between interested agencies, 


FOR THE C OMKANDER-IN-CHIEF: 


4. PRESTON CORDERLAN 
Colonel, G&C 
Ghief of Starr 
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